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Reverend Vanessa Oliver Ward 
 
Reverend Vanessa Oliver Ward is Co-Pastor of the Omega 
Baptist Church and Chairman of the Board of Directors for 
the Omega School of Excellence, a chartered middle school 
which she founded in 2000 and directed until 2004. 
 
In 2005, she was a recipient of the Dayton YWCA Women of 
Influence Award.   
 

At the Omega Church, Rev. Ward has served as Associate Minister and Director 
of Religious Education.  She introduced the model of the comprehensive, 
holistic, quarterly curriculum offering classes on topics ranging from theology 
and Bible to parenting and aerobics.  This model is still being implemented at 
the Omega Church. 
 

In the current role as Co-Pastor, she serves in numerous capacities and shares 
the pulpit occasionally with the Senior Pastor.  One of her recent tasks has been 
to develop and implement the Covenant (small groups) Ministries at the church.   
 

Reverend Ward has contributed to the writing of Journey to the Well, A Student 
and Leader Workbook accompanying the book authored by Bishop Vashti 
McKenzie; and has written articles published by the Urban Ministries 
Incorporated.  She is a graduate of The College of Wooster, United Theological 
Seminary and is currently pursing a PhD degree in Bible at the Hebrew Union 
College in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

Contest Winners
 

 
 
 
 

 

Art 
K-6 

Sarah 
Geehan 
1st Place 
Harmon Elem. 
 
Grace Deal 
2nd Place 
Harmon 
    Elementary 
 
Amanda 
Fanz 
3rd Place 
John F. 
Kennedy Elem. 

7-12 
Erica Belshe 
1st Place 
Kettering 
  Middle School 
 
Jensen Lee 
2nd Place 
Kettering  
  Middle School 
 
James Long 
3rd Place 
Kettering 
  Middle School 

 
9-12 

Sarah           Chelsie      Garrett 
Murray         Cooper       Frei 
1st Place           2nd Place       3rd Place 

Kettering Fairmont High 

Essay 
4-6 

Alex  
Falzerano 
1st Place 
J.F. Prass Elem. 
 
Adam Clauss 
2nd Place 
Orchard Park 
   Elementary 
 
McKinzie  
 Moon 
3rd Place 
Orchard Park Elem. 

7-8 
Medeline  
 Lehrner 
1st Place 
Oakwood Jr. H.S. 
 
Tyler Murphy 
2nd Place 
Oakwood Jr. H.S. 
 
 
Ian McEvoy 
3rd Place 
Oakwood Jr. H.S. 
 

 
 

9-12 
Timi           Daniela        Courtney 
Burkett      Brunicardi    Cannon 
1st Place         2nd Place         3rd Place 

Kettering Fairmont High 

           Program 

 
   
Master of Ceremonies ------------------------------------------------ James Gay 
   
  Opening Prayer ------------------------------------------------- John Fleischauer 

                                                           Christ United Methodist Church 
   
  Musical Sections ----------------------- Mary Queen of Peace Show Choir 
 

 

Breakfast 

  Remarks ---------------------------------------------------- Mayor Don Patterson 
                                                                             Mayor Judy Cook 
   
  School Contest ----------------------------------------------------- William Meers 
                                                                                       Shawn Fry 
 
  Presentation of Contest Winners 
 
  Reading of Selected Essay(s)  
 

Door Prize Drawing 
 

 

Featured Speaker – Reverend Vanessa Ward 

 
Community Pledge 

   
  Closing Prayer -----------------------------------------------------Nadia Malarkey 

                                  Baha'i Faith Representative 
  
  Musical Sections ----------------------- Mary Queen of Peace Show Choir 
 

 
 

Following the Breakfast celebration, we invite everyone to participate 
in the Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. March and Rally.  Congregate at 
the Fairgrounds where the South Branch will depart at 11:00 a.m.  
The Rally is at 3rd and Main at the Courthouse from 11:30 until noon.  
Free buses will operate until 3:00 p.m. to transport marchers back to 
their parked cars. 
 

 
 

 

ProgramPastor Robert E. Jones
Pastor Robert E. Jones is senior pastor at College Hill Community Church, 
Presbyterian (USA), where he has been providing pastoral leadership 
for more than 30 years.

Pastor Jones was born and grew up in North Carolina.  He received an 
undergraduate degree from Huston-Tillotson College in Austin, Texas.

He earned Masters of Divinity and Masters of Sacred Theology degrees 
at Yale University Divinity School where he also served for five years as 
Assistant Professor of Practical Theology.

Arriving in Dayton in 1977, Pastor Jones served half-time as Associate Pastor of College Hill 
Community Church and half-time as an Associate Minister to the Southwest Ohio Associa-
tion of the United Church of Christ. In 1982, he joined the faculty at United Theological 
Seminary (UTS) where he taught urban ministry and directed the Seminary’s Urban Program 
from 1982 to 1991. In 1994, Pastor Jones received a Doctorate of Ministry from UTS.

He has served on the Dayton Northwest Priority Board, the Dayton Police Advisory Board, 
the Board of the Ohio Council of Churches, and as chaplain in the Montgomery County 
Jail. He helped establish Habitat for Humanity in Dayton and organized the Interfaith 
Ministers for Reconciliation.  

Pastor Jones continues to serve on committees and boards for many area interfaith and 
community organizations, including the Ohio Council of Churches, the Interfaith Ministers 
for Reconciliation, the Interdenominational Ministerial Alliance, the Northwest Clergy 
Association, the Dayton Human Relations Council, the Public Policy Board of the United 
Way, the Dayton Dialogue on Race Relations, the Presbytery of the Miami Valley, and the 
Southwest Ohio-Northern Kentucky Association of the United Church of Christ. 

He has received numerous local and national awards, including the Liberty Bell Award 
for Outstanding Community Service from the Dayton Bar Association and the James E. 
Stamp Award from the United Negro College Fund.

Pastor Jones has travelled throughout Africa, South America, and Europe, as well as to 
Korea and Japan.

He and his wife Karen Jones have a son, Darrell Jones.

Master of Ceremonies................................................. Jamie Jarosik

Opening Prayer.............................................Rabbi Bernard Barsky

Musical Selection............... Fairmont High School “Eleventh Hour”	

Breakfast

Remarks.....................................................Mayor William Duncan
Mayor Don Patterson

School Contest........................................................... Jamie Jarosik

Presentation of Contest Winners................................. Jamie Jarosik

Reading of Selected Essays

Door Prize Drawing

Featured Speaker — Pastor Robert E. Jones

Community Pledge....................................................... Laura Arber

Musical Selection............... Fairmont High School “Eleventh Hour”

Closing Prayer................................................... Pastor Mitch Pollic

Major Sponsors

Limited Brands
Founded in 1963 with one women’s apparel store in Columbus, Ohio, Limited Brands 
is committed to building a family of the world’s best brands. Over the past ten years 
Limited brands has reinvented itself, becoming a predominantly personal care, beauty 
and lingerie company. Aside from offering brands such as Victoria’s Secret, Bath and 
Body Works, c.o. begelow, the White Barn Candle Co. and Henri Bendel, Limited Brands 
is also an incredible community partner. The MLK Breakfast Celebration has enjoyed 
participation from Limited Brands and its employees since the inception of the event.

Kettering Health Network
It would be difficult to name a more dedicated community partner than Kettering Medical 
Center Network. While the Network touches the lives of people all over the Miami 
Valley with hospitals, outreach, programs and services, we are proud to be the home 
of Kettering Medical Center, the first hospital in the Network’s vast health-care system. 
Kettering’s namesake, Charles F. Kettering, was well known for his philanthropic nature 
and we know he would be proud of the way Kettering Medical Center Network has 
continued that tradition of support and caring for the people of this community.



K-2	 Name	 Place	 School

	 Lochlan Hendrix	 1st	 E. D. Smith School
	 Elizabeth Vaughn	 2nd	 E. D. Smith School

3-5	 Name	 Place	 School

	 Katy Bryant	 1st	 Orchard Park Elementary
	 Emily Dunaway	 2nd 	 Orchard Park Elementary

6-8	 Name	 Place	 School

	 Elizabeth (Lilly) Groll	 1st	 Van Buren Middle School
	 Peyton Sawyer	 2nd	 Harman School
	 Jaclyn Frank	 3rd	 Harman School

9-12	 Name	 Place	 School

	 Megan Ritter	 1st	 Fairmont High School
	 Katy Barber	 2nd	 Fairmont High School
	 Taylor Bingaman	 3rd	 Fairmont High School

Category A:  Written Expression
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	 Immagin Spahr	 2nd 	 Oakview Elementary
	 Ally Wood	 3rd	 Oakview Elementary

6-8	 Name	 Place	 School

	 Lyndsi Doll (Cover Art)	 1st	 Kettering Middle School
	 Meghan Gibson	 2nd	 Kettering Middle School
	 Daniel Charez	 3rd	 Kettering Middle School

9-12	 Name	 Place	 School

	 Kayleigh Mahley	 1st	 Fairmont High School
	 Cameron Aldrich	 2nd	 Fairmont High School
	 Kandice Stidham	 3rd	 Fairmont High School

Category B:  VISUAL ART
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Community Pledge

Dr. King’s legacy calls us to value people who are 
different.
I pledge to honor the dignity and inherent worth of 
every human being.

Dr. King’s legacy calls us to practice compassion for 
people.
I pledge to oppose injustice, not people.

Dr. King’s legacy calls us to be as concerned about the 
rights of others as we are about our own rights.
I pledge to dedicate myself to use my talents and 
empower others as I empower myself.

Dr. King’s legacy calls us to stand up against injustice 
and denounce violence.
I pledge to consciously practice peace on a daily 
basis.

Dr. King’s legacy calls us to embrace differences and 
appreciate the gifts of every human being.
I pledge to treat each person that I meet with courtesy, 
respect and fairness.
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